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DECLARATION QF WENO TAP UNDER 37 CFR 1.131 

1. This declaration is being made to establish invention in the above-identified patent 
application ("the Application") in the United States under 37 C.F.R. 1. 13 1(b) at a date prior to 
April 6, 1999, the effective date of U.S. 6,361,771 Bl (the '771 patent) cited by the Examiner in 
the Office Action dated February 25, 2003. 



2. I, Weng Tao, am a named inventor on the Application and on the '771 patent. I 
developed the modified ARPE-19 cell line which is a feature of both the Application and the 
' 771 patent. Because the modified ARPE-19 cell line was prepared by me prior to the effective 
filing date of the '771 patent (i.e. April 6, 1 999), the '771 patent cannot anticipate this cell line as 
claimed in the Application. 

4. Reduction to practice of the invention described and claimed in at least independent 
claims 1, 10, and 37 of the Application was diligent. , 

9 '9 

5. This declaration is submitted with Exhibit A, which consists of laboratory notebook 
pages demonstrating the possession by me of ARPE-19 comprising an expression vector 



comprising CNTF, wherein such c 11 line can non-tumorigenically interact with retinal cells of a 
mammalian host This serves as proof of my reduction to practice of this cell line prior to the 
effective filing date of the '771 patent. 

6. I, one of the joint inventors, hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by a fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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Full name of joint inventor: WengTao * 
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Samples 



Sample 



1 X01 



1X02 



1X03 



1 X04 

Txolf 



1X06 



X07 



1X08 



1X09 



1X10 



1X11 



Wells 



A3 
A4 



B3 
B4 



C3 
C4 
D3 
D4 



E3 
E4 



F3 
F4 



G3 
Q4 



H3 
H4 



AS 
A6 



B5 
B6 



1X1 2 



C5 
06 



D5 
D6 

5T~ 



Values 



0.001 
0.C02 



0,001 
0.002 



0.001 
0.002 



0 tf 197 
0.189 



0.237 
0.225 



0.224 
0.207 



0.147 
0 . 1 48 



0.147 
0.160 



0.101 
0.102 



0.143 
.6.140 



0.238 
0.231 



0.193 
0.184 

A. f\np 



R 



Result 



0.021 
O.032 



-0.021 
J? .03 2 
' o". 0*21 

0.032 



2.465 
2.343 



3.121 
2.915 



2,898 
2.621 



1.759 
1.773 



1.759 
1.924 



1.153 
1.165 



1.692 
1.652 



3.139 
3.017 



2.404 
I 2.284 



MeahResulU Std.Dev. 



0.027 



0.027 



0.007 



0.007 



0.027 { 

i 



0.007 



2.404| 0.086 



CV% 



27.9 



Zt.9 



27.9 



3.6 



3.018j 0.146 



2.759 i 0.196 



1.766 



1.841 



1.159 



3.078 



0.010 



0.117 



0.009 



0.028 



0.086 



2.344| 



0.065 



Zt.3. 



4.8 



7.1 



0.5 



6.3 



0.8 



1.7 



2.8 
3.6 



2,?S Si '3 



I 



323 
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